ENGLISH I – SUMMER READING 2025
Choose ONE of the following books to read:
	Rocket Boys (also called October Sky) by Homer Hickam
· This is Homer (Sonny) Hickam Jr.'s memoir of his life growing up in West Virginia, the son of a coal mine superintendent. In 1957, he is inspired by Sputnik to learn how to build rockets. Sonny and his friends are encouraged by their chemistry teacher.
	The Hound of the Baskervilles by Arthur Conan Doyle
· In London, 1889, Dr. James Mortimer asks for the aid of Sherlock Holmes, recounting the legend of a curse that has run in the Baskerville family since the time of the English Civil War, when Sir Hugo Baskerville kidnapped a farmer's daughter. When the girl escaped, Hugo made a deal with the devil and pursued her.
Ender’s Game by Orson Scott Card
· Young Ender Wiggin, a gifted child, is recruited by the International Military to lead the fight against the alien Formics, who have previously invaded Earth. Ender undergoes rigorous training at Battle School, a space-based academy, where he learns to command in simulated battles. As Ender progresses, he faces challenging training, psychological manipulation, and the moral implications of his role in the war against the Formics. 
The Alchemist by Paolo Coehlo
· This novel tells the story of Santiago, a young Andalusian shepherd boy who, driven by recurring dreams about a treasure near the Egyptian pyramids, embarks on a journey of self-discovery to find his "Personal Legend.” He travels through the desert, encountering various characters and learning valuable lessons about listening to his heart, following signs, and the interconnectedness of the world. Ultimately, he realizes that the true treasure he seeks lies not in the pyramids, but in his own home, where he finds fulfillment in the pursuit of his dreams. 
The Help by Kathryn Stockett
· This novel tells the story of three women in Jackson, Mississippi during the Civil Rights Movement: Skeeter, a white woman aspiring to be a journalist, and Aibileen and Minny, two Black maids. Skeeter, in pursuit of a story, seeks the help of Aibileen and Minny to write a book about their experiences working for white families, forcing all three to navigate the dangerous and segregated world of the South. 
A Tree Grows in Brooklyn by Betty Smith
· This semi-autobiographical novel tells the story of Francie Nolan, a young girl growing up in the Williamsburg neighborhood of Brooklyn in the early 20th century. The novel follows Francie as she navigates the challenges and joys of impoverished immigrant life, highlighting the power of education and the resilience of the human spirit. Francie's childhood is marked by the contrasting personalities of her parents: her father, Johnny, a dreamer and singer with a tendency towards alcoholism, and her mother, Katie, a practical and strong woman who struggles to provide for her family. 
The Ballad of Songbirds and Snakes by Suzanne Collins
· This prequel to The Hunger Games follows Coriolanus Snow, the future President of Panem, as he navigates the Hunger Games. As a mentor in the 10th Hunger Games, he's paired with Lucy Gray Baird, a tribute from District 12. Coriolanus strives to impress those in power to secure his future, while also grappling with his growing feelings for Lucy, as well as the cruelty of the Games and the choices he makes. 
Monster by Walter Dean Myers
· The novel follows 16-year-old Steve Harmon, who is awaiting trial for felony homicide. Steve, a budding filmmaker, copes with the trial by writing a movie script about his experiences, framing his trial as a narrative he can control. The story interweaves Steve's journal entries with the courtroom proceedings, revealing his thoughts and feelings as he grapples with the charges and the potential for a lengthy prison sentence. 

In choosing your book, go online to read more reviews and synopses before choosing the book that best suits you as each one is from a different genre and is about a different topic.  Some are more modern than others; some have more adult language and situations than others.  Do some research to choose the book that you feel you will enjoy most and with which you (and your parents) are most comfortable.  
Once you’ve read your book or as you are reading it, make some notes about the following things:  the plot, the characters, the theme(s), the conflict(s), quotes you think are important or find interesting.  These notes will be helpful for completing the assessments we’ll do during the first week or so of school.

When school begins, you will fill in a plot diagram, a character chart, and a conflict chart for your book.  Then you will work with a partner who has read the same book on a creative “one-pager” project during the first week or so of class.

Any questions?  E-mail me at cwilliams@fenwickfalcons.org.
Happy Summer Reading!! And I’ll see you in August.
Mrs. Celena Williams
